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The Fifty Gates of Wisdom

Publication in Class C

Frater Apollonius

4(=7( A(A(
The Fifty Gates of Wisdom are an essential concept in the development of the Soul; found in the Hebrew Scriptures, the Jewish Qabalah (noting that the Jews have the half) and in Liber CDXVIII.  They describe a morally integral path to the Abyss; culminating in Binah: The City of the Pyramids.

The names of the ten Sefirot can be found in the Hebrew Scriptures. Building the Tabernacle of God reveals the three higher Sefirot:

Exodus 31:3 - "And I have filled him with the Spirit of God (Keter), in wisdom (Chokmah), and in understanding (Binah), and in knowledge (Da'at), and in all manner of workmanship."
Note that the divine source is pure spirit implanting its holiness into humanity as a seed-Keter; the Sefirot of Chokhmah-Wisdom and Binah-Understanding. And even more significant, this "Spirit of God" is associated with Da'at-Knowledge.  It is hidden on the Tree-of-Life, as it is a secret knowledge; guarded by Choronzon.  This is more fully explored in Liber CCXXXI.

The seven lower Sefirot can be found in another Scripture:

1 Paralipomenon 29:11 - "Yours, O HaShem, is the greatness(Chesed), and the power (Gevurah), and the glory (Tiferet), and the victory (Netzach), and the majesty (Hod): for all (Yesod) that is in the heaven and in the earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom(Malkut), O HaShem, and You are exalted as Head above all." 
The Sefirot are arranged into four groups, with each of these groups being associated with one of the four worlds of the Qabalah. These four worlds are the worlds of calling (Atzilut), creating (Briah), forming (Yetzirah) and making (Assiah).

These four worlds are found together in Isaias 43:7:

"Every one that is called by My Name; whom I have created, formed, made for My Glory."
A common arrangement of the Sefirot with regard to these "four worlds" is as follows: 

Atziluth

Keter, originating as a direct reflection of the Ain Soph, is therefore indescribable and held to be separate and distinct from the remaining nine. It is therefore not considered in the arrangement, as it is the central seed of Spirit and the androgynous All-Father. 

Blavatsky writes about this:

The Circle and the Point, which latter retires into and merges with the former, after having emanated the first three points and connected them with lines, thus forming the first noumenal basis of the Second Triangle in the Manifested World, have ever been an insuperable obstacle to theological flights into dogmatic Empyreans. On the authority of this Archaic Symbol, a male, personal god, the Creator and Father of all, becomes a third-rate emanation, the Sephiroth standing fourth in descent, and on the left hand of En-Soph (see the Kabalistic Tree of Life). Hence, the Monad is degraded into a Vehicle -- a "throne"!
Only theistic dogma would reduce this to some anthropomorphic being.  Though the Jews have the half, carrying the wisdom of the Qabalah; it is the Qabalah of the Chaldeans that they carry and not their monotheism that perverts its truth.  This false god (the demiurge) even then sits on the "left hand of the En-Soph," which sets up one way of describing the left-hand path.  And if that path be the path of evil, ignorance or superstition, it is the path that sets this one god as a personality that creates the dogmas of "Salvation and Damnation."  Blavatsky continues:

 
The Monad -- only the emanation and reflection of the Point (Logos) in the phenomenal World -- becomes, as the apex of the manifested equilateral triangle, the "Father." The left side or line is the Duad, the "Mother," regarded as the evil, counteracting principle (Plutarch, De Placitis Placitorum); the right side represents the Son ("his Mother's husband" in every Cosmogony, as one with the apex); at the basic line is the Universal plane of productive Nature, unifying on the phenomenal plane Father-Mother-Son, as these were unified in the apex, in the supersensuous World.  By mystic transmutation they became the Quaternary -- the triangle became the TETRAKTIS.
 

In this Supernal Triad, we have the 'ideal' reality, above the Abyss, crystallizing into the Tetraktis, which would then be represented by Chesed.  The word 'evil' for the Mother is really a misnomer; rather as a counteracting principle, the proper term would be 'negative' in contrast with the 'positive' nature of the Son.  Their union in the "supersensuous World" is the union of Nuit and Hadit as expressed by the Apex with the "basic line" being the quaternary or phenomenal universe at its highest point (Chesed).

Briah

Chokmah is the highest possible Sefirah that can be contemplated. It is associated with the aspects of time (the past), of "Father" and the Yod in the Tetragrammaton.  He then is Chronos and Saturn of ancient mythology.

Binah, is the "Mother" aspect and associated with the dimension of time (the future) and the first Heh in the Tetragrammaton.  This also suggests that she is connected with prophecy and the prophetic function.

Yetzirah

The next six Sefirot are grouped together as the Ruach (Soul) and are known collectively as Zer Anpin (Small Face or Lesser Countenance), being associated with the "V," the Vav, which has a numeric value of six. Tiferet is considered central to this group and often represents Zer Anpin in itself. 

Assiah

Hanging pendant from this is Malkut, the Sefirah most closely associated with God's presence on earth (the Shekinah). She is the bride and the last or small "H" in the Name of God.  Blavatsky writes of this:

But the Duad, although the origin of Evil, or Matter -- thence unreal in philosophy -- is still Substance during Manvantara, and is often called the third monad, in Occultism, and the connecting line as between two Points, . . . or Numbers which proceeded from THAT, "which was before all Numbers," as expressed by Rabbi Barahiel. And from this Duad proceeded all the Scintillas of the three upper and the four lower worlds or planes -- which are in constant interaction and correspondence. This is a teaching which the Kabala has in common with Eastern Occultism. For in the occult philosophy there are the "ONE Cause" and the "Primal Cause," which latter thus becomes, paradoxically, the second, as clearly expressed by the author of the "Qabbalah, from the philosophical writings of Ibn Gabirol," -- "in the treatment of the Primal cause, two things must be considered, the Primal Cause per se, and the relation and connection of the Primal Cause with the visible and unseen universe." Thus he shows the early Hebrews following in the steps of the Oriental philosophy -- Chaldean, Persian, Hindu, Arabic, etc. Their Primal Cause was designated at first "by the triadic Shaddai, the (triune) Almighty, subsequently by the Tetragrammaton, YHVH, symbol of the Past, Present, and Future," and, let us add, of the eternal IS, or the I AM. Moreover, in the Kabala the name YHVH (or Jehovah) expresses a He and a She, male and female, two in one, or Hokhmah and Binah, and his, or rather their Shekinah or synthesizing spirit (grace), which makes again of the Duad a Triad. This is demonstrated in the Jewish Liturgy for Pentecost, and the prayer, "In the name of Unity, of the Holy and Blessed Hu (He), and His Shekinah, the Hidden and Concealed Hu, blessed be YHVH (the Quaternary) for ever." "Ha is said to be masculine and YAH feminine, together they make the [image: image4.png]T T



i.e., one YHVH. One, but of a male-female nature. The Shekinah is always considered in the Qabbalah as feminine" (p. 175). And so it is considered in the exoteric Puranas, for Shekinah is no more than Sakti -- the female double or lining of any god, in such case. And so it was with the early Christians whose Holy Spirit was feminine, as Sophia was with the Gnostics. But in the transcendental Chaldean Kabala or "Book of Numbers," "Shekinah" is sexless, and the purest abstraction, a State, like Nirvana, not subject or object or anything except an absolute PRESENCE.
 

As stated above, only theistic dogma would reduce this to some anthropomorphic being.  Blavatsky continues:

Thus it is only in the anthropomorphised systems (such as the Kabala has now greatly become) that Shekinah-Sakti is feminine. As such she becomes the Duad of Pythagoras, the two straight lines of the symbol that can never meet, which therefore form no geometrical figure and are  the symbol of matter. Out of this Duad, when united in one basic line of the triangle on the lower plane (the upper Triangle of the Sephirothal Tree), emerge the Elohim, or Deity in Cosmic Nature, with the true Kabalists the lowest designation, translated in the Bible "God" (see the same work and page). (Such recent works as the Qabbalah of Mr. Isaac Myer and of Mr. S. L. MacGregor Mathers, fully justify our attitude towards the Jehovistic Deity. It is not the transcendental, philosophical, and highly metaphysical abstraction of the original Kabalistic thought -- Ain-Soph-Shekinah-Adam-Kadmon, and all that follows -- that we oppose, but the crystallization of all these into the highly unphilosophical, repulsive, and anthropomorphic Jehovah, the androgynous and finite deity for which eternity, omnipotence, and omniscience are claimed. We do not war against the IDEAL REALITY, but the hideous theological Shadow.) Out of these issue the Scintillas.
 

This "hideous theological Shadow" is the Gnostic Demiurge; the Scintillas being their emanating Aeons.  For Thelemites, it produces the egregore that we call the Black Lodge; the house of Christism or superstition.  Blavatsky writes further on the Scintillas:

The Scintillas are the "Souls," and these Souls appear in the three-fold form of Monads (units), atoms and gods -- according to our teaching. "Every atom becomes a visible complex unit (a molecule), and once attracted into the sphere of terrestrial activity, the Monadic Essence, passing through the mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms, becomes man." (Esot. Catechism.) Again, "God, Monad, and Atom are the correspondences of Spirit, Mind, and Body (Atma, Manas and Sthula Sarira) in man." In their septenary aggregation they are the "Heavenly Man" (see Kabala for the latter term); thus, terrestrial man is the provisional reflection of the Heavenly. . . . . "The Monads (Jivas) are the Souls of the Atoms, both are the fabric in which the Chohans (Dhyanis, gods) cloth themselves when a form is needed." (Esot. Cat.)
The upper Sefirot of Chokmah and Binah relate to beginning and end (past and future), as God Himself is the Alpha et Omega.  Malkut represents the nadir of involution and therefore it is the beginning of one’s Aspiration to connect bridge the gulf between that which is mortal to that which is divine.

The relationship between the ten Sefirot is said to be ruled by three Divine principles: Mercy, Justice and Will. As such, the Sefirot are presented in three "columns" or "pillars." This arrangement is known as the "Tree of Life". 

All of the Sefirot exist in each of the four worlds; the world of Azilut (Emanation) is said to be outside of the realm of time, and contains the other three worlds (Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyyah), as well as the purest essence of the Sefirot, "within itself."
	Keter
Chokmah
Binah
	 
	4th heaven - "Y" (Yod)
(Atzilut - world Emanation)
	 
	Pure Will
Realm of Eyn Sof
Godly Unity

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Chesed
Gevurah
Tiferet
	 
	3rd heaven - "H" ("greater" Hey)
(Beriah - world Creation)
	 
	Intellect/Thought
Realm of the Throne

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Netzach
Hod
Yesod
	 
	2nd heaven - "V" (Vav)
(Yetzirah - world of Formation)
	 
	Emotional/Speech
Realm of Angels

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Malkut
	 
	1st heaven - "H" ("lesser" Hey)
(Asiyyah - world of Action)
	 
	Physical/Actions
Realm of the Shekinah
and physical creation


The counting is done backwards from the highest level to the lowest since prophecy is energy transferred from God to man: 

Chesed - kindness - Avraham (epitomized quality) 
Gevurah - judgement power - Yitzhak 
Tiferet - beauty - Ya'kov
Netzah - victory eternity - Mosheh 
Hod - thankfulness - Aharon 
Yesod - foundation - Yosef 
Malkut - kingdom - David 
The Jews celebrate a holy day, Shavuot, which is the remembrance of the day of the giving of the Torah, the revelation and prophecy, by God to Moses and the Israelites.  The Forty-Nine days between Passover and Shavuot are each counted as a gate (this being called: counting the Omer) with the moral qualities assigned to each gate to be practiced on each of these days of purification.  Shavuot itself, hearing the voice of God, is the Fiftieth Gate. 

Keter is "Will" (or shall we say Universal Will or Will of God—AGAPH); the original impetus.  And yet, this is juxtaposed with Da'at (Integration of Knowledge into the psyche); in other words, we count ten Sefirot on the tree by counting either Keter or Da'at; but not both.

Chokmah derives the macrocosmic understanding; the idea in its totality (synthesis) or spiritual vision, such as the way inventors and artists think.  Whereas Binah is analysis of the idea or spiritual vision and the left hemisphere of the brain; to Chokmah's right hemispheric designation.
The grand scheme or larger picture that is Chokmah is the creative force in the same way that the Magus who attains to this Sefira becomes the avatar of his or her own system of attainment.  This is the result of having developed such a knowledgeable viewpoint; a full and complete Gnosis.
The next several Sefirot provide virtues and behaviors of the moral Soul.  But then next we come to Yesod, which internalizes the emotions in the same way as Da'at internalizes the intellect; providing a subtle hint at how Yesod and Da'at are connected (the Nightside theory), as discussed in the Howling of Liber CCXXXI.  As well, we can glean some understanding as to why the Neophyte of the A.’.A.’. is allowed to take the ‘Oath of the Abyss.’

And finally, Malchut (thought, speech, action), that we have referred to as the Kingdom in transliteration, but may also be called Royalty.  Of course, Thelemites honor those who manage enough strength of consciousness even to attain Malchut, as Kings and it is the way we celebrate each other.  This strongly suggests its own morality that may be determined by considering the following verses from Liber AL:
AL II.21:  "We have nothing with the  outcast and the unfit: let them die in their misery.  For they feel not.  Compassion is the vice of kings: stamp down the wretched & the weak: this is the law of the strong: this is our law and the joy of the world.  Think not, o king, upon that lie: That Thou Must Die: verily thou shalt not die, but live.  Now let it be understood: If the body of the King dissolve, he shall remain in pure ecstasy for ever.  Nuit!  Hadit!  Ra-Hoor-Khuit!  The Sun, Strength & Sight, Light; these are for the servants of the Star & the Snake."
Though normally, Tiferet is transliterated as Beauty, it may also be called Compassion; that which presides over Royalty; a vice for kings, as shown above.  Is this a sentimentality to be eschewed or a way to apply philanthropic impulses in order to celebrate one’s interconnectivity with the people of the world?  Certainly, there is an implied ‘knowledge of the heart’ that is Tiferet.
AL II.24:  "Behold!  these be grave mysteries; for there are also of my friends who be hermits.  Now think not to find them in the forest or on the mountain; but in beds of purple, caressed by magnificent beasts of women with large limbs, and fire and light in their eyes, and masses of flaming hair about them; there shall ye find them.  Ye shall see them at rule, at victorious armies, at all the joy; and there shall be in them a joy a million times greater than this.  Beware lest any force another, King against King!  Love one another with burning hearts; on the low men trample in the fierce lust of your pride, in the day of your wrath."

Liber AL gives us philosophical and ethical guidance; but cleverly couched in symbols.  The nature of our Royalty on the Earth is something that really, yet, needs to be addressed and examined carefully as we move forward in this second century of our establishment.  Certainly, we would gain a lot from the writings of Nietszche.
 

AL II.58:  "Yea!  deem not of change: ye shall be as ye are, & not other.  Therefore the kings of the earth shall be Kings for ever: the slaves shall serve.  There is none that shall be cast down or lifted up: all is ever as it was.  Yet there are masked ones my servants: it may be that yonder beggar is a King.  A King may choose his garment as he will: there is no certain test: but a beggar cannot hide his poverty."
 

AL II.59:  "Beware therefore!  Love all, lest perchance is a King concealed!  Say you so?  Fool!  If he be a King, thou canst not hurt him."

 

AL II.64:  "Oh!  thou art overcome: we are upon thee; our delight is all over thee: hail!  hail: prophet of Nu!  prophet of Had!  prophet of Ra-Hoor-Khu!  Now rejoice!  now come in our splendour & rapture!  Come in our passionate peace, & write sweet words for the Kings!"

 

AL II.74:  "The length of thy longing shall be the strength of its glory.  He that lives long & desires death much is ever the King among the Kings."

 

AL III.34:  "But your holy place shall be untouched throughout the centuries: though with fire and sword it be burnt down & shattered, yet an invisible house there standeth, and shall stand until the fall of the Great Equinox; when Hrumachis shall arise and the double-wanded one assume my throne and place.  Another prophet shall arise, and bring fresh fever from the skies; another woman shall awake the lust & worship of the Snake; another soul of God and beast shall mingle in the globed priest; another sacrifice shall stain the tomb; another king shall reign; and blessing no longer be poured To the Hawk-headed mystical Lord!"

 

AL III.45:  "Then will I lift her to pinnacles of power: then will I breed from her a child mightier than all the kings of the earth.  I will fill her with joy: with my force shall she see & strike at the worship of Nu: she shall achieve Hadit."
We may also look at a transliteration of Hod (conquer thyself) as Devotion, reminiscent of the Zelator's zeal and the Oath taken for devotion to the A.’.A.’.  Though this Sefira is of the Grade of Practicus, it stands at the perfection of the work of the Zelator.  So we might say that Hod is that 'accomplished devotion' that is the authority that confers the Grade of Practicus.

The word Sefira was described as an amalgam of two words; Lesaper  (610; to tell, express)  & Sapir (590 sapphire, to shine).  By AIQ BKR, we can redact these numbers down to 7 & 5 or 12; the number of the Universe (12 constellations in the time cycles; as well, a ThRShRQ of XXI, the Universe Atu).

In the EQ, 610 is the value for the word 'Joy' with no equivalent for 590.  The Hebrew yields Gold Coin, Gold Money, the Citron Tree&Fruit (lust and desire), Closed, Shut Up, the Sea and the Angel of Redemption for 610.  And for 590; Rib, to Bring Forth Abundantly, Creeping Thing and Moving Creature.  The parallels in the two gematric systems for 610 are well complemented by the Hebrew 590.

Also noted is that the 49 paths of purification occur for the first 49 days after Passover with the 50th being the successful conclusion or reward in that one becomes fit to receive holiness.  49 of course is the number of BABALON and this for the Hebrews refers to a desert cleansing; even possibly tied in with Ezekiel's vision of the valley of dry bones that rose up from the ground and gradually took on muscle and skin. Altogether, these are the 50 Gates of Wisdom.  And each of these 49 "steps" have negative and positive aspects; totalling 98 or the 8 & 90 Rules of Art for Thelemites.  (remember, the Jews have the half).

Here’s a recasting of the Gates of Understanding in terms of the evolutionary development of the soul:

    1. The darkness of the empty womb.

    2. The darkness of the fertile womb.

    3. The fetus grows in the darkness.

    4. The fetus moves in the darkness.

    5. Birth into the outer light.

    6. First breath.

    7. The chord is cut.

    8. First feeding.

    9. First sleep.

   10. The eyes first open.

   11. The first perception.

   12. The first dream of the outer world.

   13. The first deliberate act.

   14. The first love.

   15. The power to move by will.

   16. First pain from love.

   17. Beginnings of speech.

   18. First understood answer to speech.

   19. The power to stand and walk.

   20. The power to discriminate safety and danger.

   21. Cultural behavior begins.

   22. Control of body functions.

   23. Learning and reason.

   24. Puberty.

   25. Physical growth stops --- adulthood in society.

   26. Cultivation of the senses.

   27. Expression of the senses.

   28. Awareness of spiritual existence.

   29. The soul reaches beyond the spirit.

   30. The soul acts apart from the body spirit.

   31. The soul vitalizes the senses.

   32. The soul inspires the dreams.

   33. The soul teaches rational powers (ceremonial magick).

   34. The soul guides the emotions (Natural magick).

   35. The soul rules the body and spirit.

   36. The soul guides beyond the body.

   37. The soul blesses beyond the body.

   38. The soul endures without the body.

   39. The soul acts without the body.

   40. The soul grows without the body.

   41. Consciousness of the world is a flame.

   42. Guardianship of the world.

   43. Guardianship of souls.

   44. Guardianship of the Watchers.

   45. Sovereignty --- power to represent the highest.

   46. The power to destroy by greatness.

   47. The power to preserve by greatness.

   48. The power to build in greatness.

   49. The greatness beyond light.

   50. Eternal being.

The Fifty Gates of Understanding may also be arranged in to show a progressive path to spiritual development as shown in the table, below.  They display a path to enlightenment that is on the one hand, moral in nature.  But this morality implies a structural integrity that holds up the soul or psyche in the same that the instructual integrity of a building holds up the building.  The Aspirant is charged with this effort in his or her everyday life with each sub-Sefirot representing a map to the Asar-Un-Nefer.  This procedure gradually formulates a higher self from of the normal personality.  
1. Malchuts in Malchut - Notes accurately what he has learned 

2. Yesod in Malchut - increases the wisdom of his teacher

3. Hod in Malchut - studies in order to practice

4. Netzah in Malchut - studies in order to teach

5. Tiferets in Malchut - listens and adds to his learning

6. Gevurah in Malchut - asks pertinent questions and answers to the point

7. Hesed in Malchut - is composed in his learning

8. Malchuts in Yesod - and to peace

9. Yesod in Yesod - directs him to the truth

10. Hod in Yesod - and judges him favorably

11. Netzah in Yesod - shares the burden of his fellow man

12. Tiferets in Yesod - does not delight in dictating decisions

13. Gevurah in Yesod - is not conceited with his learning

14. Hesed in Yesod - shuns honor 

15. Malchuts in Hod - loves admonition 

16. Yesod in Hod - loves straightforwardness 

17. Hod in Hod - loves acts of charity and kindness 

18. Netzah in Hod - loves mankind 

19. Tiferets in Hod - loves God 

20. Gevurah in Hod - is beloved 

21. Hesed in Hod - does not claim credit for his achievements 

22. Malchuts in Netzah - limits his words 

23. Yesod in Netzah - is content with his lot in life 

24. Hod in Netzah - knows his place 

25. Netzah in Netzah - uncomplaining acceptance of suffering 

26. Tiferets in Netzah - trust in the sages 

27. Gevurah in Netzah - good naturedness 

28. Hesed in Netzah - patience 

29. Malchuts in Tiferet - moderation in frivolity 

30. Yesod in Tiferet - moderation in conversation 

31. Hod in Tiferet - moderation in sleep 

32. Netzah in Tiferet - moderation in pleasure 

33. Tiferets in Tiferet - moderation in worldly affairs 

34. Gevurah in Tiferet - moderation in business affairs 

35. Hesed in Tiferet - knowlege of the scriptures 

36. Malchuts in Gevurah - deliberation 

37. Yesod in Gevurah - discussion with students 

38. Hod in Gevurah - debate with colleagues 

39. Netzah in Gevurah - attendance on scholars 

40. Tiferets in Gevurah - purity 

41. Gevurah in Gevurah - joy 

42. Hesed in Gevurah - humility 

43. Malchuts in Hesed - reverence 

44. Yesod in Hesed - awe 

45. Hod in Hesed - intuitive insight 

46. Netzah in Hesed - understanding 

47. Tiferets in Hesed - orderly speech 

48. Gevurah in Hesed - attentive listening 

49. Hesed in Hesed - study 

50. Shavuot - Quotes a thing in the name of the person who said it 
Here is an example of the nature of the Fifty Gates of Understanding in terms of Occult Science.  The evolutionary is described in detail leading to the greater structure of human society in contrast with the individualistic process described above.

1.  Malkut within MALKUT.  Lifeless matter.

2.  Yesod within MALKUT.  Matter differentiates into

                          substances.  Elements.

3.  Hod within MALKUT.  Molecules are formed.

4.  Netzach within MALKUT.  Organic substances appear.

5.  Tipheret within MALKUT.  Primitive life appears.

6.  Geburah within MALKUT.  Primitive life Reproduces in kind.

7.  Chesed within MALKUT.  Evolution of species begins.

8.  Malkut within YESOD.  Creatures interact.

9.  Yesod within YESOD.  Creatures become aware of the living

     and the lifeless.

10. Hod within YESOD.  Creatures evolve defenses and weapons.

11. Netzach within YESOD.  Creatures become social.

12. Tipheret within YESOD. Creatures take harmless pleasure with

       one another.

13. Geburah within YESOD.  Creatures begin to care for one  

      another.

14. Chesed within YESOD.  Food and other needs are shared.

15. Malkut within HOD.  Objects are used as tools

16. Yesod within HOD.  Objects are honored.

17. Hod within HOD.  Tools are made.

18. Netzach within HOD.  Tools and shelters are improved.

19. Tipheret within HOD.  Tool making is taught.

20. Geburah within HOD.  Trade begins.

21. Chesed within HOD.  Things not needed are kept for the future.

22. Malkut within NETZACH.  Objects are admired.

23. Yesod within NETZACH.  Objects are decorated.

24. Hod within NETZACH.  Decoration represents nature.

25. Netzach within NETZACH.  Nature is influenced by decoration.

26. Tipheret within NETZACH.  Artists are honored.

27. Geburah within NETZACH.  Design departs from nature.

28. Chesed within NETZACH.  Collections of symbols appear.

29. Malkut within TIPHERET.  Nations appear.

30. Yesod within TIPHERET.  Nations react with nations.

31. Hod within TIPHERET.  Trade between nations begins.

32. Netzach within TIPHERET.  Nations share knowledge.

33. Tipheret within TIPHERET.  Nations honor nations.

34. Geburah within TIPHERET. International ritual is formalized

       by practice.

35. Chesed within TIPHERET.  Commonwealth of humanity is 

      recognized.

36. Malkut within GEBURAH.  History is invented.

37. Yesod within GEBURAH.  Moral myth appears.

38. Hod within GEBURAH.  Progress is invented.

39. Netzach within GEBURAH.  Evolution is honored.

40. Tipheret within GEBURAH.  Commonwealth of beings is   

      recognized.

41. Geburah within GEBURAH.  Obligations to nonhuman nature

      are recognized.

42. Chesed within GEBURAH.  Abstraction is held superior to the

       material.

43. Malkut within CHESED.  Religion and state begin to separate.

44. Yesod within CHESED.  Utopias are imagined.

45. Hod within CHESED.  Religion becomes Philosophy.

46. Netzach within CHESED.  Tolerance of differences in philosophy

      appears.

47. Tipheret within CHESED. Existentialism, Positivism & 

      Teleologism coalesce.

48. Geburah within CHESED. Personal identity with abstraction is 

       the goal.

49. Chesed within CHESED.  Enlightenment becomes the goal.

50. Binah.  Enlightenment is attained.

from Westcott's "Sepher Yetzirah", 1911ev, 3rd Ed.

 The Fifty Gates of Intelligence

Attached to some editions of the Sepher Yetzirah is found this scheme of Kabalistic classification of knowledge emanating from the third Sephira: Binah or Understanding, and descending by stages through the angels, heavens, humanity, animal and vegetable and mineral kingdoms to Hyle and the chaos.  The Kabalists said that one must enter and pass up through the Gates to attain to the Thirty-Two Paths of Wisdom.

  First Order: Elementary

   "1.  Chaos, Hyle, the first matter.

    2.  Formless, void, lifeless.

    3.  The Abyss.

    4.  Origin of the Elements.

    5.  Earth (no seed germs).

    6.  Water.

    7.  Air.

    8.  Fire.

    9.  Differentiation of qualities.

    10. Mixture and combination."

 Second Order: Decad of Evolution

   "11. Minerals differentiate.

    12. Vegetable principles appear.

    13. Seeds germinate in moisture.

    14. Herbs and Trees.

    15. Fructification in vegetable life.

    16. Origin of low forms of animal life.

    17. Insects and Reptiles appear.

    18. Fishes, vertebrate life in the waters.

    19. Birds, vertebrate life in the air.

    20. Quadrupeds, vertebrate earth animals."

   Third Order: Decad of Humanity

    21. Appearance of Man.

    22. Material human body.

    23. Human soul conferred.

    24. Mystery of Adam and Eve.

    25. Complete Man as the Microcosm.

    26. Gift of five human faces acting exteriorly.

    27. Gift of five powers to the Soul.

    28. Adam Kadmon, the Heavenly Man.

    29. Angelic beings.

    30. Man in the image of God."

    Fourth Order: World of Spheres

    31. The Moon.

    32. Mercury.

    33. Venus.

    34. Sol.

    35. Mars.

    36. Jupiter.

    37. Saturn.

    38. The Firmament.

    39. The Primum Mobile.

    40. The Empyrean Heaven."

    Fifth Order: The Angelic World

    41. Ishim --- Sons of Fire.

    42. Auphanim --- Cherabim.

    43. Aralim --- Thrones.

    44. Chashmalim --- Dominions.

    45. Seraphim --- Virtues.

    46. Malakim --- Powers.

    47. Elohim --- Principalities.

    48. Beni Elohim --- Angels.

    49. Cherubim --- Archangels."

  Sixth Order: the Archetype

50. God.  Ain Suph. He Whom no mortal eye hath seen
The reception of the Torah, which occurs and the 50th day is specifically called by the Jews, 'the Gift'.  It is on that 50th day, with the moral purification by way of specific acts assigned to each of the first 49 days, that you become who you are.  This suggests a process of attainment (unto Tiphareth and/or Binah).
And that bright light of comfort, and that piercing sword of truth, and all that power and beauty that they have made of themselves, is cast from them, as it is written, “I saw Satan like lightning fall from Heaven.”  And as a flaming sword is it dropt through the abyss, where the four beasts keep watch and ward.  And it appeareth in the heaven of Jupiter as a morning star, or as an evening star.  And the light thereof shineth even unto the earth, and bringeth hope and help to them that dwell in the darkness of thought, and drink of the poison of life.  Fifty are the gates of understanding, and one hundred and six are the seasons thereof.  And the name of every season is Death. –The Vision and the Voice, 14th Aethyr
The 'heavenly' Torah was said to be that that the angels understood and they had no knowledge of the earthly Torah.  Angels were described as incomplete beings; having no corporal existence.  It is for humanity alone, to know both the earthly and heavenly Torahs; the heavenly Torah being revealed orally and recorded as dialogues and debates in various tomes, such as the Mishna, Talmud, Zohar and Midrash.  In this it is said that 'God wrote black fire and white fire,' which is to say that the oral tradition came to be written in black and white.
But I see the black and white Masonic pillars and a Torah that is deemed not just holy writ, but a parallel of the Giza plateau and its imitation of the sacred sky above it.  Even the Rabbis hint that in humanity is heaven and earth; we are where the two are united.
Thelema asserts that its holy books are written by praeternatural intelligence and therefore have a spiritual integrity that is unalterably sacred and when read, memorized and studied, brings the same spiritual integrity to the Khu.  Even the original manuscript is said to be as talismanic in nature as the Jews hold the original Torah.
The Hebrew Qabalah then describes an equilateral triangle pointing upwards to represent the Jewish people reaching up to God and another equilateral triangle pointing downwards to represent 'Hashem' reaching down.  This of course is the mystical description of the Star of David.  For Thelemites (and our star-the Unicursal Hexagram is a variation on a theme), the two triangles represent water and fire and the act of creation.  The alchemical import is more pronounced, but most of the exoteric explanations for Jewish law found in both the star and their Qabalah shows that this is an outer teaching the Rabbis are giving in describing this star.
A most interesting find is the story of Moses reception of the Torah as a Merkabah experience, the story itself being an apocalyptic book:
And R'Yehoshua ben Levi said: When Moses ascended to the Heaenyly heights, the ministering andtels said before the Holy One, Blessed is He: "Master of the Unvierse!  What is someone born of woman doing among us?"  [God] said to them: "He has come to receive the Torah."
And the text goes on to show a series of questions and answers between Moses and the angels, prompted and moderated by God.  Through this the Torah as human law (Ten Commandments) is the speech of God, and the spiritual Torah is said to be God's thoughts.
The quoted passage on the 14th Aethyr (Vision of the City of the Pyramids and final Initiation of the Magister Templi) takes from Luke 10:18 in the New Testament.  Crowley writes in his chapter on the Cup in MITP:
"All impressions are disconnected, as the Babe of the Abyss is so terribly aware; and the Master of the Temple must sit for 106 seasons in the City of the Pyramids because this coordination is a tremendous task."
 

In Sepher Sephiroth, we get:
106. }wn, Nun, a fish. The number of death. Death in the Tarot bears a crosshandled scythe; hence the Fish as the symbol of the Redeemer. ICQUS = Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour.

The Greek QBL value of ICQUS equals 1219, which reduces to 13, the number of the Death Atu and by reduction again, to 4; the number of arms on the cross.  Interestingly enough, it is also the value of th Greek word, Poseidon; god of the Sea--a seeming reference to the Sea of Binah.
 

In EQ, 50 is the value of the letter L (14th letter in Liber AL...[14th Aethyr]) and the value of the words: NUITH, IHVH & DEVA.  Note also that L was the name of Liber AL, before the Key to AL was provided by Fr. Achad.  106 gives us the words: Hell and Devil, amongst others.  And at present, there is no found word or words for 1219.
 

And that bright light of comfort, and that piercing sword of truth, and all that power and beauty that they have made of themselves, is cast from them, as it is written, “I saw Satan like lightning fall from Heaven.”  And as a flaming sword is it dropt through the abyss, where the four beasts keep watch and ward.  And it appeareth in the heaven of Jupiter as a morning star, or as an evening star.  And the light thereof shineth even unto the earth, and bringeth hope and help to them that dwell in the darkness of thought, and drink of the poison of life.  Fifty are the gates of understanding, and one hundred and six are the seasons thereof.  And the name of every season is Death. –The Vision and the Voice, 14th Aethyr
 

This uniting of heaven and earth is the process of the annihilation of opposites, engaged in by the Adeptus Exemptus.  The four beasts that keep watch seem as reference to the cross, but of Jupiter; well, it rules Sagittarius of the Art Atu that follows Death in the Atu framework; both leading to Tiphareth with the Death Atu originating from Netzach (lower expression of Binah) and is posited itself on the Tree in the path that connects Netzach with Chesed (of which Jupiter is attributed and is the sphere of the Adeptus Exemptus).  These are the two expressions of Jupiter on the Tree.
But the reference here seems to be to Venus as Lucifer is Venus; the morning and evening stars; Venus being attributed to Netzach with its lesser path on the Tree being the Empress Atu (the path that connects Chokmah to Binah). 

Yet, there is something about passage that remains on my mind...something I can't shake about it...
 

And that bright light of comfort, and that piercing sword of truth, and all that power and beauty that they have made of themselves, is cast from them, as it is written, “I saw Satan like lightning fall from Heaven.”  And as a flaming sword is it dropt through the abyss, where the four beasts keep watch and ward.  And it appeareth in the heaven of Jupiter as a morning star, or as an evening star.  And the light thereof shineth even unto the earth, and bringeth hope and help to them that dwell in the darkness of thought, and drink of the poison of life.  Fifty are the gates of understanding, and one hundred and six are the seasons thereof.  And the name of every season is Death. –The Vision and the Voice, 14th Aethyr
 

The idea that the Torah is the union of heaven and earth in the psyche of the human being (for the Jews) that comes as the "gift" on the 50th day of the wandering in the desert, with Lucifer the light bringer in Greco-Roman mythology, bringing fire (spirit) to earth with the 50 gates of Understanding (Binah) is interesting enough.  But then in the 14th Aethyr, Crowley gets this number, 106, which is nowhere explained; except to say that these are the seasons of death for the Magister Templi in Binah.  But here, what is a season?
Yes, the two numbers give us 156, but that yet offers no explanation of 106.  The desert can be said to Hell and the Devil can be said to be Satan...and certainly the City of the Pyramids (Binah) implies a desert.  Might "redemption" (the Hebrew value of the number) then be a synonym for immortality?  Is there some intimate connection between the Veil of Paroketh and the Abyss?
I can't find any Hebrew reference to 106 and I'm wondering if this isn't somehow, new Gnosis (sotospeak), though of course, the entire revelation of Liber 418 is such.  But here's an intimate connection between the original Hebrew and early Christian Gnosis; all getting wrapped up inside Enochiana.  And yet, I remain dissatisfied with what I have on 106.
156 in the EQ, does give some interesting words: Osiris (the part of the sky that Giza reflects), Pan is NUIT (reference to the Abyss and Binah), Man of Earth (Devil, sotospeak), and forties, this last of which is a reference to Ra-Hoor-Khuit being the Warrior Lord of the Forties; forty being the value of Nun, attributed to the Death Atu.
 

In Hebrew QBL, we get this for 156:
156 
The number of letters in each Tablet of Enoch: 12 × 13
BABALON: THE VICTORIOUS QUEEN (lit. “Gate of the Gods”; see Liber 418)
The Tabernacle of the congregation (Lev. 1:1) 
A viper 
Locked [door]; shod, wearing shoes 
Fowl 
Zion 
Limpid blood 
Crying aloud (the city of Hadar (see 209), referred to Binah in I.R.Q. 994; cf. S.D. 4:19)
 

And Double-checking 106 in the Hebrew, we get:
106 
Nun: a fish 
Attained 
Stibium (a type of kohl) 
Line, string, linen thread; norm 
Your God (Michael)
 

There's yet some interesting connotations that I can draw from these...but nothing that makes my Khu go Aha!  Perhaps yet, there is need for more revalation.

