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The Emotional Plague, the Feminine Mystique & the Manipulated Man:

The Lack of Initiation in Contemporary Culture

by

Frater Zephyros
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In our culture, we have allowed the difference in male and female physiology to suggest two separate gender classes.  The woman has been confined to the home and alienated from the community while the man has been confined to the community and alienated from the home; each having a totally separate and distinct role in the social fabric of our lives.  Accordingly, both have been conditioned to think differently from the other from the earliest age.  It does not matter that the philosophy of contemporary feminism has transcended this.  The conditioning remains as long as there is no initiatory model to be consulted and employed to modify this.

Woman has been denied access to her own intelligence in order to be confined to the more menial chores of housework and child-rearing.  And in order to distract her from any intellectual capacity she may possess, she has been impelled to accept every form of vanity and self-indulgence that a lack of maturity can produce as the very definition of femininity.  This is the kind of narcissism that Liber AL refers to as ‘chaste’.  And it is this level of dis-empowerment (‘the beauty myth’) that contemporary feminists are now attacking.

The male has been completely cut off from his masculinity as traditional society has thwarted his bestial nature in its quest for a more supposedly civilized engendering.  The sexual drive has been considered one of the base impulses that make men disgusting to woman.  This is fostered by the prevention of his initiation from boyhood into manhood as there is no understanding of the true nature of this drive.  His resultant self-indulgence is also child-like and also interrupts his maturation process.  Yet here it seems as woman has some advantage as her menstrual cycle is an affirmation of her femininity.  Perhaps this is why masturbation has been an accepted practice only for the male along with other similar double standards.

The sublimation of the bestial drive produces desperation for sex in the male that can be easily manipulated by the chaste woman who seeks only to maintain her security and vanity at the expense and labor of the male.  She has perverted her sex drive and essential femininity into a power tool for feeding her vices and preventing any healthy response to his masculinity.  Each gender cut off from their own true natures, eventually loses any healthy engagement in the process of maturing and growing into an healthy union; instead choosing a deadening security as the only reason to stay together.

The enslaved male will suffer any and every emasculation by the chaste woman in the pursuit of gratifying his sexual appetites.  He will feed her vanity, provide comfort, opulence, and support all her vices in the hope of her rewarding him with sexual congress.  He will worship her as a goddess and carry out every demand she whimsically assails him with as if a contractual payment to an harlot.  And this she sometimes fulfills without any authentic participation or enjoyment as if in a desperate effort to maintain her own level of existence.  This desperation is often mistaken for passion.

The chaste woman is not interested in anyone or anything but herself.  She has no interest in her own intellectual or spiritual development; but seeks to gain this vicariously through her husband and children.  Her emotional development is arrested at an early age in preparation for her gender-specific role.  She then develops no interest in the emotional needs of not only herself, but of all the others around her; including her husband and children as well as the larger part of her extended family and community.  Her chastidy is the lack of any authentic contact with her own femininity (menstruation is considered a curse) and the resultant lack of wholesome contact with anyone outside herself.

The manipulated man will betray his own integrity in order to secure sexual congress as he desperately needs to find a way to assert his insecure masculinity.  He cowers and hides from any truth that would inhibit his pursuit for sex.  The ways of war and power lust become substitutes for his lack of authentic bestial potency.  And when he is granted sexual congress, his desperation is again mistaken for passion while it is merely the alienated grunting of the pubescent child who has become lost in his years and cares not for the woman in his arms.

These two problems:  First, the chaste woman as a narcissistic product of the feminine mystique that alienates her from man; and second, the emasculation of the beast by not initiating the boy to manhood; resulting in his being manipulated into enslavement, is the very emotional plague that condemns the old aeon to its very slow and painful demise.

The Child of the new aeon needs to break the race barrier of devotion to parents and siblings that reinforces this emotional plague and prevents forward motion in emotional maturity.  Initiative and energy are the trademarks of the Scarlet Woman as she wields her sword of intellect.  And by compliment, the Beast is the fulfillment of the male initiation into his true and mature nature.

The feminine mystique is the false femininity that has been proliferated through all the mediums of our culture.  It prohibits the individuation that is so vital to the Scarlet Woman by allowing her true, intimate contact with the beast.  The need for self-realization is then the key to psychic health and is the true work of the Child of Horus.  It requires genuine love as a spontaneous response of delight in one’s true nature and the true nature of all others.  It’s method requires both sexes to develop to the limits of their individual capacities and talents.  They need the courage to express these individual star natures in a mature, uninhibited and libertine manner.

Sex is a human right and not a privilege under any circumstance.  It’s wholesome, inalienated expression is fostered by its energized enthusiasm of ‘love under will’.  Without such enthusiasm, it is a curse.  The light of consensual reason and its subsequent logical behavior is the menstruum that enswathes the union of lovers as well as family and community.  It is the sharing of perspective and the proactive and wholesome engagement of relations.  The very idea of socialization and human interaction as mature and civilizing depends upon it.

But in order to have an opportunity to engage in the new aeon, the last shards of the old must become abrogate.  The trappings of the old must be specifically identified and controlled until they no longer retain any power in our psyche.  This suggests a behavioral approach with a new set of mores.

The cure for the chaste woman lies in:

a)  removing of all make-up and refusing to ornament herself with her vanities;

b)  aggressively dispensing sex to her partner with a lusty passion for his masculinity;

c)  the recognition that sex is a human right and not a reward or priviledge for her man;

d)  the constant pursuit to engage all human beings with compassionate and unconditional love.

The emancipation of the male relies on his:

a)  refusal to respond to the letchery of all chaste woman despite any celibacy that he may suffer;

b)  demand that his woman see to her own means of survival and pleasure in order to maintain her own independent security and sense of identity without feeling threatened by this;

c)  refuse to be impressed and/or manipulated by any woman’s ornamentation and vanity by controlling his response to her visual stimuli;

d)  seek only those woman who are his intellectual match.

The traditional lack of discipline in a woman’s emotional development (a woman has the right to change her mind; a woman is always late; hell hath no fury like a woman scorned) is an important part of the feminine mystique.  And a man’s championing of her as a hero and overcoming her in physical strength is a substitute for his lacking of any true initiation into the mystery of his own being.  This together is the true source of the emotional plague that seeks to thwart the growth of the Child Horus.  And this type of dysfunctionality is the enemy of every Thelemic community; requiring the constant vigilance of each and every one of us in the cooperative spirit that is the menstruum of our union in maintaining an authentic sense of community.

Carl Jung left us some interesting guidelines to further help us in this regard.  He has taught us about the hidden side of the human psyche which reveals itself in our actions.  For men this is referred to as the anima (hidden ephemeral nature), and for woman it is called the animus (hidden machismo).  The following table presents guidelines for recognizing and understanding gender-specific behaviors inherent in our psychology.

	Healthy Anima in Men
	Healthy Animus in Woman

	· Capacity for love

· Sensitivity to nature

· Ability to relate to the unconscious mind and its intuitive nature
	· Spiritual rigor

· Inner confidence

· Ability to manage creative power with intuitive efficiency

	Unhealthy Anima in Men
	Unhealthy Animus in Woman

	· Waspish moods

· Defeatism

· Hypochondria

· Sexual compulsions
	· Intelligence corrupted by emotions

· Unyielding opinions on the way the world should be

· Defensive with either a dark, cold silence or by creating loud emotional scenes


This that has been presented is an attempt at developing an emotional qabalah that seems so vital and necessary in this young aeon.  With ideas surfacing in society about emotional intelligence, until now there has been no way of quantifying this.  And this is the very essence of any qabalah.  What remains for the student is to add ideas and experience to those presented above in the hope of bringing these more general assertions into the realm of personal insight.

