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Schools of Magick

Publication in Class C

By

Frater Apollonius

4°=7□
Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.
Spirituality has become a generic term that implies actually, very little.  The distinction between the main paths to attainment is now more seemingly blurred than that we should have any clarity in this age where the Occult is stepping outside the veils of secrecy that has been its namesake for so many centuries.  The reason for this is endemic to the very nature of the White School of Magick; being in a dualistic relationship with the Black School, which itself has as its raison d’être, the confound and confuse Aspirants to the White School.  Cf. Liber Trigrammaton
Liber Trigrammaton gives an ontological perspective on the nature of the obscuration of the White School at the hands of Black School with an interesting comparison to Madame Helena Petrovna Blavatsky’s Poem of Dzyan; itself being more a history of creation itself.  The attempt at documenting a comparison between these two similar works has been attempted, Cr. The Annotated Book of Dzyan.

For our own concern, we know that Egypt was as backwards a nation as any on the Earth in the time of their earlier dynasties.  And suddenly, practically overnight, a renaissance explosion in the arts,  spiritual and scientific development comes to dominate their culture; transforming the nation into the legendary status, now ancient Egypt has today.  The land of ancient Mesopotamia, including Babylon, Sumeria and Chaldea seem to be especially immersed in an ancient Gnosis that holds its sway over Western culture to this day.
China and the Far East also seems to share in a cultural Gnosis, not only on a par with Mesopotamia but also in a direct relationship where ideas where routinely exchanged at the ancient Library of Alexandria.  Integral with this is the spiritual culture of India, connecting with the other two through the Indo-Eurasian sub-continent; the home of the Vedas and Upanishads.  But upon examining the rich diversity in the spiritual teachings of these three major, ancient kingdoms, what we’ve come to call the three Schools of Magick and the philosophical systems they’ve based themselves upon, have found expression in no specific locality.
Of the Three Schools of Philosophy, Nihilism, Monism and Dualism, only two are discussed in detail by Crowley; he having felt that Nietzche covered the philosophy of Nihilism adequately enough.  Crowley writes on these schools collectively in Magick Without Tears:
There have always been, at least in nucleus, three main Schools of Philosophical practice. 

It is customary to describe these three Schools as Yellow, Black, and White. The first thing necessary is to warn the reader that they must by no means be confounded with racial distinctions of colour; and they correspond still less with conventional symbols such as yellow caps, yellow robes, black magick, white witchcraft, and the like.

These Schools represent three perfectly distinct and contrary theories of the Universe, and, therefore, practices of spiritual science. The magical formula of each is as precise as a theorem of trigonometry.  Each assumes as fundamental a certain law of Nature, and the subject is complicated by the fact that each School, in a certain sense, admits the formulae of the other two. It merely regards them as in some way incomplete, secondary, or illusory. 
Now, as will be seen later, the Yellow School stands aloof from the other two by the nature of its postulates. But the Black School and the White are always more or less in active conflict; and it is because just at this moment that conflict is approaching a climax that it is necessary to write this essay. The adepts of the White School consider the present danger to mankind so great that they are prepared to abandon their traditional policy of silence, in order to enlist in their ranks the profane of every nation.

That the Occult, as the White School of Magick has come to be known, is the first step beyond the Veil for these Adepts.  And immediately, even that was confounded with the interference of the Black School.  The mysteries have traditionally been rendered in secret as the Arcanum is so great, that for an unprepared or otherwise unsuitable Aspirant but apprehend them, there is a great danger that can be wrought.  But something even more dangerous has in the eyes of the White School, arisen.  Crowley puts this quite plainly in the Minerval initiation of his O.T.O., when addressing the new candidate, Saladin says:
Noble and valiant guests and comrades! You have arrived among us at a time when freedom is about to deliver the decisive combat against the forces of superstition, tyranny and oppression.

Nihilism presents the idea that nothing truly exists as it is impossible to distinguish 'existence' from 'non-existence', giving existence no substantive meaning.  As nothing is real, there are subsequently no values, leading to an apology for solipsism; though the nihilist also denies the existence of the Self.  And Neitzche gives a thorough account of the nature of Nihilism in his major work Will to Power, which he connects to the Buddhist philosophy that we might also relate to the Yellow School of Magick.  And though Thelema and the Western Mystery Tradition hails from the White School, Crowley notes the importance of Madame Helena Petrovna Blavatsky in being sent as an Adept from the Yellow School, to aid in the faltering White School.  Crowley writes in Magick Without Tears:
During the last two generations the Masters of the Yellow School have been compelled to take notice of the progressive ruin of the White adepts. Christianity, which possessed at least the semblance of a White formula, is in the agonies of decomposition, even before it is actually dead. Materialistic science has overwhelmed the faith and hope of the Christians (they never possessed any charity to overwhelm) with a demonstration of the sorrow, transitoriness and cruel futility of the Universe. A vast wave of pessimism has engulfed the fortress of Man’s soul. 
It was indeed a deadly blow to the adepts of the White School when Science, their own familiar friend in whom they trusted, lifted up his heel against them. It was in this conjuncture that the Yellow adepts sent forth into the Western world a messenger, Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, with the distinct mission to destroy, on the one hand, the crude schools of Christianity, and, on the other, to eradicate the materialism from Physical Science. She made the necessary connection with Edward Maitland and Anna Kingsford, who were trying rather helplessly to put the exoteric formulae of the White School into the hands of students, and with the secret representatives of the Rosicrucian Brotherhood. It is not for us in this place to estimate the degree of success with which she carried out her embassy; but at least we see today that Physical Science is at last penetrating to the spiritual basis of material phenomena. The work of Henry Poincar, Einstein, Whitehead, and Bertrand Russell is sufficient evidence of this fact.  
Christianity, too, has fallen into a lower degree of contempt than ever. Realizing that it was moribund, it made a supreme and suicidal effort, and plunged into the death-spasm of the first worldwar. It was too far corrupt to react to the injections of the White Formula which might have saved it. We see today that Christianity is more bigoted, further divorced from reality, than ever. In some countries it has again become a persecuting church. 

With horrid glee the adepts of the Black School looked on at these atrocious paroxysms. But it did more. It marshaled its forces quietly, and prepared to clean up the debris of the battlefields. It is at present (1924 e.v.) pledged to a supreme attempt to chase the manly races from their spiritual haildom. (The spasm still [1945 e.v.] continues; note well the pro-German screams of Anglican Bishops, and the intrigues of the Vatican.) The Black School has always worked insidiously, by treachery. We need then not be surprised by finding that its most notable representative was the renegade follower of Blavatsky, Annie Besant, and that she was charged by her Black masters with the mission of persuading the world to accept for its Teacher a negroid Messiah. To make the humiliation more complete, a wretched creature was chosen who, to the most loathsome moral qualities, added the most fatuous imbecility.  And then blew up!

At the table of the Adepts, though all may hail from any of these three different schools, all is different beyond the Veil of Paroketh.  This knowledge must come to Crowley by way of his contacts with the Secret Chiefs, whom must be one in the same or at least seated at the same table with the Hidden Mahatmas, as hailed by HPB.  The cultural difference between the two is evident in the Mahatma Letters as compared to the Holy Books of Thelema.  The two schools have entirely different values and the nature of their Adeptship must be inherently different as well.
Monism is the philosophical basis for the Yellow School, which may also be called the Advaitist School.  It holds the philosophical view of unity in the fabric of the Universe, despite the illusion of separateness.  Theologically, this view would produce the ideology of Monotheism.  The Buddhists are masters of this school and their viewpoint is easily disputed by Crowley, who writes in Magick Without Tears:
M. Beyond Vishvarupadarshana, the vision of the Form of Vishnu, beyond that yet loftier vision which corresponds in Hindu classification to our "Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel", is that called Atmadarshana, the vision (or apprehension, a much better word) of the Universe as a single phenomenon, outside all limitations,whether of time, space, causality, or what not…But even beyond Atmadarshana comes the experience called Sivadarshana, in which this Atman (or Brahman), this limit-destroying Universe, is itself abolished and annihilated.
(And, with its occurrence, smash goes the whole of the Advaitist theory!)

Separateness implies a state of “manyhood bound and loathing” per AL:I.42--
"Let it be that state of manyhood bound and loathing.  So with thy all; thou hast no right but to do thy will."

Manyhood bound and loathing is the libertine state or society wherein contending forces are constantly on display.  It’s morality and judgment to sanity is that the self act in accord with its nature, perfected by his or her own ingenium.  These contending forces are the struggles of King against King for the Will to Power (cf. Nietszche).
AL II.24:  "Behold!  these be grave mysteries; for there are also of my friends who be hermits.  Now think not to find them in the forest or on the mountain; but in beds of purple, caressed by magnificent beasts of women with large limbs, and fire and light in their eyes, and masses of flaming hair about them; there shall ye find them.  Ye shall see them at rule, at victorious armies, at all the joy; and there shall be in them a joy a million times greater than this.  Beware lest any force another, King against King!  Love one another with burning hearts; on the low men trample in the fierce lust of your pride, in the day of your wrath."

Life has its natural hierarchical structure; this is the natural by-product of wills of various qualities and strengths within the aggregate of similar types.  For example, of inventors, one may be seeking to invent a glass candle stick while another seeks to invent the light bulb.  The superior mind/soul wins in this contention; this competition for a viable patent.
Crowley writes in Magick Without Tears:

The Monists [Advaita] perceive quite clearly and correctly that it is absurd to answer the question "How came these Many things (of which we are aware) to be?" by saying that they came from Many; and "Many" in this connection includes Two. The Universe must therefore be a single phenomenon: make it eternal and all the rest of it --- i.e. remove all limit of any kind --- and the Universe explains itself. How then can Opposites exist, as we observe them to do? Is it not the very essence of our original Sorites that the Many must be reducible to the One? They see how awkward this is; so the "devil" of the Dualist is emulsified and evaporated into "illusion;" what they call "Maya" or some equivalent term.

"Reality" for them consists solely of Brahman, the supreme Being "without quantity or quality." They are compelled to deny him all attributes, even that of Existence; for to do so would instantly limit them, and so hurl them headlong back in to Dualism. All that of which we are aware must obviously possess limits, or it could have no intelligible meaning for us; if we want "pork," we must specify its qualities and quantities; at the very least, we must be able to distinguish it from "that-which-is-not-pork."
The Adepts of the Yellow School of Magick present themselves in quietude; their countenance is stoic and controlled.  These masters are authoritarian, commanding a respect that to vitiate is to venture beyond taboo.  And yet within this school and its faulty foundation is still something that brings its Adepts to a state of nobility; each of the three schools having their own esoteric and exoteric promulgations, that in the end, it is only in the outer that they differ.  Crowley writes in Magick Without Tears:

The Yellow School of Magick considers, with complete scientific and philosophical detachment, the fact of the Universe as a fact. Being itself apart of that Universe, it realizes its impotence to alter the totality in the smallest degree. To put it vulgarly, it does not try to raise itself from the ground by pulling at its socks. It therefore opposes to the current of phenomena no reaction either of hatred or of sympathy. So far as it attempts to influence the course of events at all, it does so in the only intelligent way conceivable. It seeks to diminish internal friction.

It remains, therefore, in a contemplative attitude. To use the terms of Western philosophy, there is in its attitude something of the stoicism of Zeno; or of the Pickwickianism, if I may use the term, of Epicurus.

The ideal reaction to phenomena is that of perfect elasticity. It possesses something of the cold-bloodedness of mathematics; and for this reason it seems fair to say, for the purposes of elementary study, that Pythagoras is its most adequate exponent in European philosophy.

Since the discovery of Asiatic thought, however, we have no need to take our ideas at second-hand. The Yellow School of Magick possesses one perfect classic. The Tao Teh King.

It is impossible to find any religion which adequately represents the thought of this masterpiece. Not only is religion as such repugnant to science and philosophy, but from the very nature of the tenets of the Yellow School, its adherents are not going to put themselves to any inconvenience for the enlightenment of a lot of people whom they consider to be hopeless fools.

Dualism becomes the overriding philosophy of the three philosophical systems.  As stated above, it is upon this that the White and Black Schools of Magick operate.  Dualism in nature sets up the need for psychological integration (as Jung called it) within the individual psyche or Ruach.  The dichotomy between that which is conscious and that which is unconscious is on its own plane representative of the dichotomy between spirituality and materiality; setting up a need here also, for an integral approach to matter and Spirit.  But perhaps the single greatest cur in terms of confounding dichotomies is the Manichaean philosophy (Black School) that postulates an absolute Good and an absolute Evil.  Crowley writes in Magick Without Tears:

 [Dualism/Dvaitism], on the surface, the most plausible [of these philosophies]; for almost the first thing that we notice on inspecting the Universe is what the Hindu schools call "the Pairs of Opposites."

This too, is very convenient, because it lends itself so readily to orthodox theology; so we have Ormuzd and Ahriman, the Devas and the Asuras, Osiris and Set, et cetera and da capo, personifications of "Good" and "Evil." The foes may be fairly matched; but more often the tale tells of a revolt in heaven. In this case, "Evil" is temporary; soon, especially with the financial help of the devout, the "devil" will be "cast into the Bottomless Pit" and "the Saints will reign with Christ in glory for ever and ever, Amen!" Often a "redeemer," a "dying God," is needed to secure victory to Omnipotence; and this is usually what little vulgar boys might call a "touching story!"

For all this, the mysteries have been slightly profaned as the exoteric school has been all but entirely corrupted.  The parables that had been the principal method of instruction for the White School have been altered and reframed into the hatchet job that is the New Testament of Constantine and Irenaeus (Cf. Reign of the Demiurge).  And in discussing the three schools of Magick, in Magick Without Tears, Crowley creates his own parable, that he then interprets…
A PARABLE

And a voice cries: Cursed be he that shall uncover the nakedness of the Most High, for he is drunken upon the wine that is the blood of the adepts. And BABALON hath lulled him to sleep upon her breast, and she hath fled away, and left him naked, and she hath called her children together saying: Come up with me, and let us make a mock of the nakedness of the Most High.

And the first of the adepts covered His shame with a cloth, walking backwards, and was white. And the second of the adepts covered his shame with a cloth, walking sideways, and was yellow, and the third of the adepts made a mock of His nakedness, walking forwards, and was black.

And these are the three great schools of the Magi, who are also the three Magi that journeyed unto Bethlehem; and because thou hast not wisdom, thou shalt not know which school prevaileth, or if the three schools be not one.      A. Crowley—Magick Without Tears
Crowley’s interpretation in Magick Without Tears:

We are now ready to study the philosophical bases of these three Schools.  We must, however, enter a caveat against too literal an interpretation, even of the parable. It may be suspected, for reasons which should be apparent after further investigation of the doctrines of the Three Schools, that this parable was invented by an Intelligence of the Black School, who was aware of his iniquity, and thought to transform it into righteousness by the alchemy of making a boast of it. The intelligent reader will note the insidious attempt to identify the doctrine of the Black School with the kind of black magic that is commonly called Diabolism. In other words, this parable is itself an example of an exceedingly subtle black magical operation, and the contemplation of such devices carried far enough beings us to an understanding of the astoundingly ophidian processes of Magicians. Let not the profane reader dismiss such subtleties from his mind as negligible nonsense. It is cunning of this kind that determines the price of potatoes. The above digression is perhaps not so inexcusable as it may seem on a first reading. Careful study of it should reveal the nature of the thought-processes which are habitually used by the secret Masters of the human race to determine its destiny.  When everyone has done laughing, I will ask you to compare the real effects produced on the course of human affairs by Caesar, Attila, and Napoleon, on the one hand; of Plato, the Encyclopaedists, and Karl Marx on the other.

The Black School of Magick affirms the materiality of the Universe as strongly as the White School and in definite contrast with the Yellow School.  This school is heralded in some Thelemic lineages and by Crowley as well, as the Black Lodge.  A product of its confusing nature and the assumption of virtue given to the tenets of the Yellow School in its seeming adoption of the First Noble Truth of the Buddha has been used to destroy the character of the Adepts of the White School to the public to whom they’ve been  making their appeal.  Ironically, a strong libelous campaign has successfully been employed by the Black School; known today as the Yellow Press.
What immediately follows are Crowley’s two main essays on the Black and White Schools as found in Magick Without Tears.  A very worthwhile expansion on the Black School can be found in Marcelo Motta’s Black Lodge Papers.  However, one seeming Adept of the Black School has managed to obtain and conceal these papers from the public; offering only a slightly edited version to his psychophants.  And as the Black Lodge is composed of Shut-ups, it seems these essays endure some time before these teachings can be extolled publicly for the good of the White School.  It’s more than an irony that this seeming Adept has been hailed as being the ‘Chinese Adept’ as if from the Yellow School.  And still the Aspirants seduced by him don’t see that this inherent contradiction betrays his real purpose in obfuscating the mysteries. (Cf. The Black Lodge Papers)
The Black School

The Black School of Magick, which must by no means be confused with the School of Black Magick or Sorcery, which latter is a perversion of the White tradition, is distinguished fundamentally from the Yellow School in that it considers the Universe not as neutral, but as definitely a curse. Its primary theorem is the "First Noble Truth" of the Buddha ---"Everything is Sorrow." In the primitive classics of this School the idea of sorrow is confused with that of sin. (This idea of universal lamentation is presumably responsible for the choice of black as its symbolic colour. And yet? Is not white the Chinese hue of mourning?) The analysis of the philosophers of this School refers every phenomenon to the category of sorrow. It is quite useless to point out to them that certain events are accompanied with joy: they continue their ruthless calculations, and prove to your satisfaction, or rather dissatisfaction, that the more apparently pleasant an event is, the more malignantly deceptive is its fascination. There is only one way of escape even conceivable, and this way is quite simple, annihilation.

(Shallow critics of Buddhism have wasted a great deal of stupid ingenuity on trying to make out that Nirvana or Nibbana means something different from what etymology, tradition and the evidence of the Classics combine to define it. The word means, quite simply, cessation: and it stands to reason that, if everything is sorrow, the only thing which is not sorrow is nothing, and that therefore to escape from sorrow is the attainment of nothingness.)

Western philosophy has on occasion approached this doctrine. It has at least asserted that no known form of existence is exempt from sorrow.

Huxley says, in his Evolution and Ethics, "Suffering is the badge of all the tribe of sentient things."

The philosophers of this School, seeking, naturally enough, to amend the evil at the root, inquire into the cause of this existence which is sorrow, and arrive immediately at the 'Second Noble Truth' of the Buddha: "The Cause of Sorrow is Desire". They follow up with the endless concatenation of causes, of which the final root is Ignorance.

(I am not concerned to defend the logic of this School: I merely state Their doctrine.) The practical issue of all this is that every kind of action is both unavoidable and a crime. I must digress to explain that the confusion of thought in this doctrine is constantly recurrent. That is part of the blackness of the Ignorance which they confess to be the foundation of their Universe. (And after all, everyone has surely the right to have his own Universe the way he wants it.)

This School being debased by nature, is not so far removed from conventional religion as either the White or the Yellow. Most primitive fetishistic religions may, in fact, be considered fairly faithful representatives of this philosophy. Where animism holds sway, the "medicine-man" personifies this universal evil, and seeks to propitiate it by human sacrifice. The early forms of Judaism, and that type of Christianity which we associate with the Salvation Army, Billy Sunday and the Fundamentalists of the back-blocks of America, are sufficiently simple cases of religion whose essence is the propitiation of a malignant demon.

When the light of intelligence begins to dawn dimly through many fogs upon these savages, we reach a second stage. Bold spirits master courage to assert that the evil which is so obvious, is, in some mysterious way, an illusion. They thus throw back the whole complexity of sorrow to a single cause; that is, the arising of the illusion aforesaid. The problem then assumes a final form: How is that illusion to be destroyed.

A fairly pure example of the first stage of this type of thought is to be found in the Vedas, of the second stage, in the Upanishads. But the answer to the question, "How is the illusion of evil to be destroyed?",

depends on another point of theory. We may postulate a Parabrahm infinitely good, etc. etc. etc., in which case we consider the destruction of the illusion of evil as the reuniting of the consciousness with Parabrahm. the unfortunate part of this scheme of things is that on seeking to define Parabrahm for the purpose of returning to Its purity, it is discovered sooner or later, that It possesses no qualities at all!

In other words, as the farmer said, on being shown the elephant: There ain't no sich animile. It was Gautama Buddha who perceived the inutility of dragging in this imaginary pachyderm. Since our Parabrahm, he said to the Hindu philosophers, is actually nothing, why not stick to or original perception that everything is sorrow, and admit that the only way to escape from sorrow is to arrive at nothingness?

We may complete the whole tradition of the Indian peninsula very simply.

To the Vedas, the Upanishads, and the Tripitaka of the Buddhists, we have only to add the Tantras of what are called the Vamacharya Schools.

Paradoxical as it may sound the Tantrics are in reality the most advanced of the Hindus. Their theory is, in its philosophical ultimatum, a primitive stage of the White tradition, for the essence of the Tantric cults is that by the performance of certain rites of Magick, one does not only escape disaster, but obtains positive benediction. The Tantric is not obsessed by the will-to-die. It is a difficult business, no doubt, to get any fun out of existence; but at least it is not impossible. In other words, he implicitly denies the fundamental proposition that existence is sorrow, and he formulates the essential postulate of the White School of Magick, that means exist by which the universal sorrow (apparent indeed to all ordinary  observation) may be unmasked, even as at the initiatory rite of Isis in the ancient days of Kehm.

The basis of the Black philosophy is not impossibly mere climate, with its resulting etiolation of the native, its languid, bilious, anaemic, fever-prostrated, emasculation of the soul of man. We accordingly find few true equivalents of this School in Europe. In Greek philosophy there is no trace of any such doctrine. The poison in its foulest and most virulent form only entered with Christianity. But even so, few men of any real eminence were found to take the axioms of pessimism seriously.

We have, however, examples plentiful enough of religions deriving almost exclusively from the Black tradition in the different stages. We have already mentioned the Evangelical cults with their ferocious devil-god who creates mankind for the pleasure of damning it and forcing it to crawl before him, while he yells with druken glee over the agony of his only son. But in the same class, we must place Christian Science, so grotesquely afraid of pain, suffering and evil of every sort, that its dupes can think of nothing better than to bleat denials of its actuality, in the hope of hypnotizing themselves into anaesthesia.

Practically no Westerns have reached the third stage of the Black tradition, the Buddhist stage. It is only isolated mystics, and those men who rank themselves with a contemptuous compliance under the Standard of the nearest religion, the one which will bother them least in their quest of nothingness, who carry the sorites so far.

The documents of the Black School of Magick have already been indicated.

They are, for the most part, tedious to the last degree and repulsive to every wholesome-minded man; yet it can hardly be denied that such books as The Dhammapada and Ecclesiastes are masterpieces of literature. They represent the agony of human despair at its utmost degree of intensity, and the melancholy contemplation which is induced by their perusal is not favourable to the inception of that mood which should lead every truly courageous intelligence to the determination to escape from the ferule of the Black Schoolmaster to the outstretched arms of the White Mistress of Life.

The White School of Magick

Almost the first observation that we have to make is that this White tradition is hardly discoverable outside Europe. It appears first of all in the legend of Dionysus. (In this connection read carefully Browning's Apollo and the Fates.) The Egyptian tradition of Osiris is not dissimilar. The central idea of the White School is that, admitted that "everything is sorrow" for the profane, the Initiate has the means of transforming it to "Everything is joy". There is no question of any ostrich-ignoring of fact, as in Christian Science. There is not even any more or less sophisticated argument about the point of view altering the situation as in Vedantism. We have, on the contrary, and attitude which was perhaps first of all, historically speaking, defined by Zoroaster, "nature teaches us, and the Oracles also affirm, that even the evil germs of Matter may alike become useful and good." "Stay not on the precipice with the dross of Matter; for there is a place for thine Image in a realm ever splendid." "If thou extend the Fiery Mind to the work of piety, thou wilt preserve the fluxible body."

It appears that the Levant, from Byzantium and Athens to Damascus, Jerusalem, Alexandria and Cairo, was preoccupied with the formulation of this School in a popular religion, beginning in the days of Augustus Caesar. For there are elements of this central idea in the works of the Gnostics, in certain rituals of what Frazer conveniently calls the Asiatic God, as in the remnants of the Ancient Egyptian cult. The doctrine became abominably corrupted in committee, so to speak and the result was Christianity, which may be regarded as a White ritual overlaid by a mountainous mass of Black doctrine, like the baby of the mother that King Solomon non-suited.

We may define the doctrine of the White School in its purity in very simple terms.

Existence is pure joy. Sorrow is caused by failure to perceive this fact; but this is not a misfortune. We have invented sorrow, which does not matter so much after all, in order to have the exuberant satisfaction of getting rid of it. Existence is thus a sacrament.

Adepts of the White School regard their brethren of the Black very much as the aristocratic English Sahib (of the days when England was a nation) regarded the benighted Hindu. 

The three Schools of Magick represent three philosophical viewpoints on the perception and nature of reality.  There are also three types of Magickal forces, generating three main currents, labeled Aur, Aud, and Aub.  This creates the very foundation upon which our School, the White School, utilizes to generate its formula of JOY validated by this one divine fact:  "Every man and woman is a star."—AL:I.3

The Universal Agent

OD – Active Force; Magnetism directed by the will of the operator; represents life in its free direction.

Blavasky writes:

Od is the pure life-giving Light, or magnetic fluid…Can the Philologists tell why Od — a term used by Reichenbach to denominate the vital fluid — is also a Tibetan word meaning light, brightness, radiancy? It equally means “Sky” in an occult sense.

Kenneth Grant writes:

The positive current of Magical Energy that has its origin in the Serpent Power (see *Kundalini*) in man.  Reichenbach called this force Odyle, and Wilhelm Reich, the Orgone.  Experiments by these scientists have demonstrated the existence of this subtle force under laboratory conditions.  *Od* is represented by the active "serpent" of the Caduceus of Hermes.

OB—Passive Force; Passive somnambulism; fatal life.  Blavatsky says of it: “Ob the messenger of death used by the sorcerers, the nefarious evil fluid”

Kenneth Grant writes:

In the African systems of Obeah and Voodoo, this Light is known asAub, or Ob (root of Obeah). The word "Ob" means "a serpent". It is the serpent called Kundali, or Kundalini, in the Indian Mysteries; it is said to be coiled at the base of the spine, and remains dormant in the spiritually unawakened person. In The Book of the Law it is unequivocally identified with Hadit, or Set. Practices designed to awaken this power are known to be dangerous; the foolhardy alone undertake them without due magical preparation. Kundalini, awakened, vitalizes the marmas and imbues them with nectar (or, maybe, the venom) of its serpent-kiss. The mingling of the nectar with the fluid surround mg the sacred lotus at each marma generates a kala of great potency. The nature and position of the lotus will determine the type of vision experienced. If the sakti plays in the psycho-sexual centres exclusively, depravity and destruction inevitably result, but if the serpent is raised erect and surpasses all the lotuses during its upward flash, and if it then unites with the nectar dripping from the thousand petalled lotus in the cerebral region, illumination ensues and the highest initiations result. The tech nique of the process is contained in The Book of the Law, and the strange drugs mentioned in Chapter 2, probably refer to the imbibition of the kalas themselves. 
The title of the ninth Sephira, or emanation of the Tree of Life, is YSVD (Yezod). It is the Sephira of the lunar magick of Aub, or Ob, the Serpent (whence "obeah"). The Serpent is a symbol common to the Yezidi, Voodooists, Tantrics, and Thelemites. Yezod or Yesod as the secret centre of the Yezidi is an apt description of the Sephira which corresponds to the sexual centre in the human body. Yesod means "Foundation", and the Snake of the Yezidi, the Ob of the Obeah men, the Kundalini of the Tantrics, and the Hadit of the Thelemites, is the Foundation of the World, as Yesod is the foundation of the Tree of Life. 

The accursed God of the South is, then, no other than the lord of the reproductive forces typified by the southernmost Sephira-Yesod.
Yesod is attributed to the Moon, not to the Sun. The curious symbolism is explained by the connection of the Serpent or Dragon with the lunar current typified by Babalon-"for he is ever a sun, and she a moon".11  The symbolism may be fathomed at the Hindu level of mythology where Siva (the Indian Set) is called "the god with the crescent" (i.e. the moon) in the Bhagavad Gita. Also, Thoth, the Moon-god, was originally the God of Sirius, identical with the Star-God Set, before the luni-solar mode of reckoning time supplanted the stellar reckoning. 
The Scarlet Woman, Babalon, was the outcome of this change in primitive sociology. When soli-lunar time-reckoning replaced the star-reckoning, and the fatherhood superseded the mother hood in mythology, religion and society, Set, too, was cast out and became the "devil" of the later cults. But there was an intermediate or lunar phase of the myth wherein Set, Sept, or Sothis, was represented as the son of the Mother-Moon, the Full Moon. In this phase he was known as Khunsu, or Khonsu, and Crowley claims to have been an avatar of this god in the XXVIth Dynasty, when he was known as Ankh-f-n-Khonsu (the Life or Child of the Moon). This was the child who waned, diminished, faded, as the losing light; while Horus, born of the new or horned moon (i.e. the moon in its male phase) waxed and grew in strength. Hence, the dark fortnight was ascribed to Set, the bright fortnight to Horus. 

Aour—Equilibrated Force

The polarity of OD and OB, counter-balanced and equilibrated by the golden globe (AOUR) that generates the wand called the Cadeucus and is said by Levi to be the, “producer of light in heaven and gold among metals…so does [this] serve in all hieratic religions to veil the secret of natural forces which the initiate has at his disposal.”  To paraphrase Eliphas Levi:

It is this original substance to which the hieratic recital of Genesis refers when the word of Elohim creates light by commanding it to exist.

The Elohim said, "Let there be light!" and there was light.

This light, whose Hebrew name is RVA, "aour," is the fluidic and living gold of the hermetic philosophy.  Its positive principle is their Philosophic Sulphur; its negative principle, their Philosophic Mercury; and its equilibrated principles form what they call their Philosophical Salt.

Kenneth Grant writes:

Together with *Ob*, *Od* forms the magical wand of Double Power wielded by the gods of ancient Egypt and mentioned in *The Book of the Law*.  The polarization of the *Ob* and the *Od* is represented by the globe which surmounts the Caduceus or Wand round which the serpents twine.  The globe symbolizes *Aour* (Heb.), Light (more properly, *Lux*), which is the result of this polarization and equilibrium.  In Heaven, this LVX is typified by the Sun; in Man, by Consciousness; in the Minerval Kingdom, by Gold, etc.

With things as they are today, we might add (a bit tongue-in-cheek) the Stupid School of Magick as a fourth classification.  HPB wrote a book called Practical Occultism, wherein she specifically warns of cultic behavior.  But there is another reason, which should also show why the selective and some say, hyper-cautious nature of the A.'.A.'. is so important.  It isn't until the Grade of Zelator that one is warned they won't be able to undo their commitment to the path of Initiation.  The two preceding Grades, particularly first, the Probationer are conferred in an indiscriminate manner with a trust placed in the inherent ordeals that accompany these Grades to weed out those who may not have amassed enough spiritual fortitude to fully commit to the life-long and unending journey that would be placed before them.
 

Searching through some Theosophic literature, we come upon the following:
 

Terrible are the tests of an aspirant to chelaship, and severe have been the warnings to the over-eager. As KH wrote to A. P. Sinnett in 1881:
 

those who engage themselves in the occult sciences . . . "must either reach the goal or perish. Once fairly started on the way to the great Knowledge, to doubt is to risk insanity; to come to a dead stop is to fall; to recede is to tumble backward, headlong into an abyss." -- Mahatma Letters, Letter VIII, p. 31 
There are three results of initiation: (a) success; (b) failure which means death; and (c) partial failure which usually means madness (see Fundamentals of the Esoteric Philosophy, p. 292). It is for this reason that would-be chelas are repeatedly warned against undue rushing into occultism. Far safer to remain in the outer courts of the temple of wisdom as earnest and sincere aspirants for greater knowledge, as learners striving to practice the age-old rules of the Sanctuary: loyalty, duty, and selfless fidelity to the cause of humanity. If these are cherished and held to through the travail and heartache of human existence, the time will inevitably come when help will be forthcoming, and the aspirant will know that he has been "accepted." Until such time, wiser to live a noble life in the position karma has ordained.
 

We have seen more than several cases of partial failure in the very young Thelemic culture.  This has become so prevalent that the culture itself attracts the maladroit and maladjusted into its society.  We don't have to consider only those who allegedly have come to reach high grade and then failing in the Abyss.  Simply look for those who have started along the path and taken some grade of distinction, only then to abandon the work for career, family or some other overwhelming interest.
 

Unwise ardor for spiritual discipline, however, is not half so dangerous as personal desire for occult training merely for self-gain. It was the overweening rush for occult powers which laid the foundation for degeneration of the Mystery schools in the early centuries of our era. For hundreds of years the Mysteries had been slowly losing their sanctity; too many had been received into the preliminary degrees not by virtue of inner development, but for temporal reasons. The rites became perfunctory observances, and perception of interior worth diminished. Dogma, ritual, and priestcraft waxed, the spirit of truth and esotericism waned. The few -- all too few indeed -- who had remained faithful to their sacred pledge fled the precincts of the Mysteries which in later Roman times had become so degenerate as actually to repel from their chambers those whose hearts sought only the genuinely esoteric.
 

There are plenty of those who are attracted to Occultism for purely sensual reasons who are met with the well-known cautions presented in Liber Librae.  Those who come to the path for these reasons also fall to madness, long before any success would even become possible for them.  The source of wisdom has always withdrawn, which explains why in the materialistic West, spiritual lineages are un-enduring or temporal, especially in contrast to the East as described below:
 

The light was withdrawn, but so compassionately does the Brotherhood work that the truths have been preserved in symbol and stone, in allegory and mythos. As H. P. Blavatsky writes with respect to Egypt:
Her sacred Scribes and Hierophants became wanderers upon the face of the earth. Those who had remained in Egypt found themselves obliged for fear of a profanation of the sacred Mysteries to seek refuge in deserts and mountains, to form and establish secret societies and brotherhoods -- such as the Essenes; those who had crossed the oceans to India and even to the (now-called) New World, bound themselves by solemn oaths to keep silent, and to preserve secret their Sacred Knowledge and Science; thus these were buried deeper than ever out of human sight. In Central Asia and on the northern borderlands of India, the triumphant sword of Aristotle's pupil swept away from his path of conquest every vestige of a once pure Religion: and its Adepts receded further and further from that path into the most hidden spots of the globe. -- Blavatsky Collected Writings 14:294 
Thus periodically is accomplished the work of the Brothers of the Shadow, the destruction of the outposts of the Mysteries, while the core and heart, the Brotherhood of Light, remains intact. Never will the hand of darkness lay hold upon the heart of esotericism which beats as strongly today as it did some 18 million years ago, and will continue to pulsate in undiminished power till the death of our solar system -- and beyond. The light of truth is the light of the spiritual sun of our universe. As long as its rays gleam down into the world of earth, so long will the rays of spirit warm human hearts. In the stirring words of KH to A. O. Hume:
Fear not; . . . our knowledge will not pass away from the sight of man. It is the "gift of the gods" and the most precious relic of all. The keepers of the sacred Light did not safely cross so many ages but to find themselves wrecked on the rocks of modern scepticism. Our pilots are too experienced sailors to allow us [to] fear any such disaster. We will always find volunteers to replace the tired sentries, and the world, bad as it is in its present state of transitory period, can yet furnish us with a few men now and then. -- Mahatma Letters, Letter XXVIII, p. 215 
Love is the Law, Love under will.
